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At Saint Joseph Catholic Church in Muskogee, PUBLIC MASSES will resume on 

Thursday, May 21st, 2020!  Our parish staff thanks you for your patience and endurance 
over these past two months leading up to public Masses resuming.  We will offer our 
“normal” Daily Mass and Weekend Mass schedule (with Confessions being offered on 
Sat. from 4:00-4:45 p.m.).  All Masses will be in the Main Church to allow for maximum 
capacity with social-distancing.  It is very important to remember, the two bishops in 
Oklahoma continue to offer a dispensation which means there is NO OBLIGATION to 
attend Sunday Mass in both dioceses.  Please also remember that persons who are 
advanced in years or have vulnerable health are encouraged at this time NOT to attend 
public Mass.  Of course, people who are sick or feel sick MUST NOT attend public 
Mass.  Everyone is encouraged to take their temperature before leaving home and to 
NOT attend public Mass if their temperature is 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher – 
please use your best discretion, especially, out of a sense of charity for one another.  If 
you have a problem with coughing or sneezing, it is best NOT to attend Mass.   
 

 At Saint Joseph, we have taped-off every other pew and have removed all 
cushions, hymnals and missalettes.  Remember, households may sit together in a pew 
or others with them as long as we observe the 6 feet distance rule.  According to 
guidelines, visiting other pews before, during or after Mass is PROHIBITED.  Everyone 
who comes to Mass is encouraged to bring and wear a mask.  Please bring your own 
hand sanitizer and use when entering and exiting the pews, including before reception 
of Holy Communion.  Gatherings in the Commons or in any of the Church’s classrooms 
are currently NOT permitted. The parish staff will do our part, in addition, to make every 
possible effort to sanitize the pews and bathrooms to reduce possible risk of exposure. 
 

 Masses will have no music or choir until further notice (however, Mass in Spanish 
will have music).  Our Cry Room will be used only for face-to-face Confessions to allow 
for proper social distancing, and, our nursery will be closed.  Holy water fonts will 
remain empty.  We will have a large basket in the main Vestibule for parishioners to 
give to our weekly offertory – NO formal collection at Mass will be taken up by the 
ushers.  
 

 During this time, Holy Communion will be offered as the Body of Christ and NOT 
the Precious Blood.  The priest alone will distribute the Body of Christ at Mass. Please 
come forward one-by-one (keeping 6 feet apart) to receive by hand as you take two 
steps to the side before consuming the consecrated host. Padre will sanitize his hands 
in public view immediately before and after the distribution of Holy Communion, while he 
wears a mask.  Anyone who desires to receive by tongue will do so only after others 
have received by their hands.   
 

 Our parish staff thank you ahead of time for your thoughtful consideration in 
making these guidelines a priority for public Mass attendance.  If everyone does their 
part in embracing the rules set forth, it will most certainly help during this time of 
transition as we embrace the “new normal”.   


